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parlance is loosened or cut asunder, and with the dissolu-
tion of this radical knot all other ties of ignorance dis-
appear. How then is it possible for such beings to be lost
in bodily consciousness and led astray by the mortal ego
when they are firmly established in the knowledge by
identity, in the supreme experience of their real self, the
Immortal Divine ?

It is to be noted that this verse stresses the need and
justification of the path of devotion Bhakti which consists
in a spirit of surrender Prapatthi. But the surrender can
be complete only in those that are in that exalted state
ol self-poise referred to in ihe first verse. Search for the
Self in the Heart, occasioned by some felt-need or by
fear of death, as in the case of Sri Ramana Maharshi,
results in the giving up of all that one is and has to the
care of the Lord. Indeed this verse of invocation throws
light on Sri Maharshi's inner life and personal experience^
for it is a well-known fact that it was his search for
protection from fear of death that initiated the process of
building up his inner life and led him to the Father whom
he describes as the one eternal Self of all souls and of all
existences. That is why he mentions fear of death as?
occasioning the surrender, instead of explicitly stating
that surrender from love of God is the means that is right
and natural, seeing that He is our own deepest self, the
most Beloved and that indeed ' All are He' as the next
verse states. It may be remarked in passing that the
fear of death is of all fears the hardest to bear and the
most invincible and being most natural is the least
unreasonable. From this dreaded mortality there is no
protection from any source other than the One that itself
has conquered it.

Thus we see that settled State in the self Nzshtha and
surrender Prapatthi lead to the same end. Though the
attitudes in the path of knowledge jnana, and in that of
devotion Bhakthi are different, because of the difference
in temperament and development of the devotee and the